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Safety Instruction No: - 17/2024-25

Sub: Shunting Precautions

To ensure safety during shunting, strictly follow the following rules based on General and Subsidiary
rules.

Shunting should be performed by Loco Pilot/Shunter himself under the instructions of Station
Master/ Yard Master.

Shunting should preferable be performed from the leading cab of the engine.

The maximum permissible shunting speed is 15 km per hour

When shunting of wagon loaded with dangerous / inflammable / explosive material etc. is done,
shuntingspeed should be restricted to 10 km per hour.

An authority in the form T/806 should be issued. However, in major yards, where separate shunting
staff is provided and regular shunting takes place within the defined area, issue of T/806 may be
dispensed with.

The shunting instructions given by means of T/806 shall remain in force il completion of shunting
eventhough other train movement is done by stopping shunting at any stage.

The Track Machine(s) shall not move into or inside the traffic yard without written permission(T/806) of
SM.

The person, who initially gives instructions for shunting operations, shall not change instructions
and authorize the changing of points etc., unless he has satisfied himself that shunting operations
have beenstopped completely and the staff conducting shunting have been advised of the changes

_contemplated

Shunting which does not involve any attaching or detaching and involve signaled movement from
one location to another will be done on verbal instruction of SM on duty, observing the aspect of
concerned signals and instructions given by SM on duty.

All the staff involved in shunting should clearly understand the entire shunting process and should also
be aware of the shunting restriction at the station, if any.

In road side station, the Guard in-charge of a train must personally supervise all shunting connected to
his train.

The Guard, who is in-charge of the shunting shall ensure that the points in the route are correctly set
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and locked, where necessary, for the shunting and he himself shall exhibit hand signal to the LP.

Block back or block forward must be obtained if shunting involves in block section.

Fixed signals except Home and Last stop signal can be used for shunting purpose if required.

While performing shunting movement, if any signal or shunt signal become defective, same shall
be authorized to pass at ON by issuing P.No. / Authority to the LP/Shunters and exhibiting alright hand
signal from the concerned signal by shunting supervisor / competent railway servant after ensuring
correct setting and locking of points in the route.

If signal cannot be taken off, but points in the route are set and locked as indicated by setting of routes
and point lock indication on the panel, clamping of points may be dispensed with. LP/Shunter shall be
authorized to pass at ON by issuing P.No. / Authority and Shunting Supervisor /Competent railway
servant shall exhibit all right signal of route setting after confirmation of route setting from on duty SM
and carry out the shunting operations\

In case of un-signaled shunting movement (other than in yard) — correct setting and locking of
points is required to be done by either of Lock bar / Key plunger lock / Cotter bolt and padlock.
Clamping and locking is essential if this provision is not available. Before negotiating the point, LP
must ensure that all right signal is exhibited by shunting supervisor / competent railway servant as an
assurance of correct setting and locking of points.

In case of un-signal movement in yard, correct setting of points shall be ensured by shunting
supervisor /competent railway servant. LP should ensure that all right signal is ex_hibited from the
concerned point enroute by shunting supervisor as an assurance of correct setting of point.

During push back shunting, if LP/Shunter is unable to observe hand signal due to longer load,
curvature, any obstructions etc., arrangement for repeating the hand signal from suitable place and
visible to LP/Shunter shall be ensure. Otherwise, assurance shall be given to LP/Shunter on WIT,
supported with Private No,name with designation by shunting supervisor / Competent railway servant.
In air braked stock, close the angle cock of both the wagons/ coaches from where the load is to be
divided and after detaching engine from wagons/ coaches, angle cock of detached wagons/ coaches
shall be opened to avoid rolling down.

Before detaching wagon / coach / Loco, shunting staff must ensure that residual load does not infringe
foulingmark and secured.

While clearing the stable load, removal of wooden wedges, safety chain and hand brakes shall be
released only after taking load / train on pressure.

When shunting of a whole train from one line to another line, across the main line, Guard should travel
in his brake van.

All the vehicles / wagons should be taken on air pressure to maintain required brake power of
load/train.

After completion of shunting work, securing of vehicles must be ensure by competent railway servant.

Screw coupling / BP, FP pipes should not be allowed to hang and drag during shunting.

Whenever shunting is to be performed for attaching or detaching coaches or when an engine is to be
coupled to a passenger carrying train, the coaches /engine should first be brought to stop 20 m away
from train and thereafter shunting be performed carefully.

Hand signals should be shown in such a manner as to be clearly visible to LP. If hand signals are
shown from a cabin, such signal should be repeated by person in-charge of shunting from the ground.
However, in case movement is done by taking off fixed signal / shunt signal, the display of hand signal
is not necessary. :

Shunting staff should be aware of the accommodating line capacity of the line involved in shunting.
Before changing the points, alteration of route, Levermen / Cabinmen / Cabin Master should exhibit
danger hand signal.

If any engine, other than that involving shunting with passenger carrying train is required to be
brought inrear of the passenger carrying train, it should be accompanied and hand signaled by
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Shunting staff andstopped at @ minimum distance of 50 meters.

While pushing back on line terminating at dead end, train must be stopped 20 meters before dead end

and then pushed back cautiously to avoid bumping.

In event of unusual, if any point is trailed through, LP/shunter should not under any circumstances back
his train over the point trailed through, before the defect to the point has either been rectified or the

point been properly set and clamped.

Shunting Prohibitions

Un-coupling of vehicle in motion.

Riding on buffers/screw couplings in motion.

Getting between vehicles before the engine comes to a stop.
Passing under the vehicles during shunting.

Sheltering under wagons.

Working on vehicles under repair without any protections.

General Precautions

identification and clearly visible.

Ensure the good condition of wooden wedges affixed with retro reflective strip.
Ensure the good condition of safety chain and pad lock.
Point Clamp should be in good condition with padlocks.

Fouling Mark should be placed in proper location and should be colored properly for easy

The shunt signal shall be clearly visible to the shunting staff from the driving cab.

Note-This instruction is only for a ready reference and in no way supersede any rule
books/manuals/JPO/Zonal circulars/Divisional Circulars/Instructions issued from time to time. In case of
any doubt, concerned rule books and literature prevailing in Central Railway should be referred.

DRM: for kind information please.
ADRM (Admn): for kind information please.
ADRM (Tech): for kind information please.
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(S. % Jaiswal)
DSO, Nagpur




